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Illustration about the Yoshida dormitory and the ongoing trial
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Yoshida Dormitory is a student dormitory of Kyoto University and
currently houses about 120 students. In Yoshida Dormitory, there are
now three buildings, the Old Building, the Dining Hall and the New
Building. The Old Building and the Dining Hall were constructed over
100 years ago and had been getting decrepit.
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In the past, the Yoshida Dormitory Self-Government Association(SGA)
has managed the dormitory by ourselves through discussion and
consensus with the Kyoto University authorities. The document called
“written agreement” was used to form this consensus, and its content
was that the problems related to Yoshida Dormitory must be resolved
through discussions between the parties concerned.

ZUT. BYIDOZFHEIRIZOWTE, INETICEHEEHBSLERYBDOMTELE
WVRINTHY, Fiffz ER L. A BE 2B T AMTEREAMTDbNEL
Too BREDFEHYBEE - FIEREINIERLTVET, ER ZOERIESVT &
EDRIELFIRERDBEEN2013ENSITHN, 201 5FIZZERUE U,

SGA had discussed with the Kyoto University authorities about the
measures to deal with the aging of the building, and reached a
consensus to build a new building and repair the Old Building and the
Dining Hall. The Executive Vice-President for Student Affairs at the
time agreed to this. Then, based on this agreement, the repair work on
the Dining Hall and the construction of the New Building were actually
started in 2013 and completed in 2015.
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However, in 2015, Kyoto University authorities unilaterally
discontinued the negotiation over the measures to deal with the aging
of the Old Building. Then, in 2017, they unilaterally set a “eviction
date” for dormitory students living in Yoshida Dormitory and
announced the eviction to all the dormitory students because of their
“safety”. There were several problems regarding this announcement
such that they required residents to move out from the New building or
they ignored the written agreement and so on.
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In February 2019, the SGA side suggested the concession plan which
we accept a instantaneous eviction from the old building, however the
authorities even rejected this and they obstinately demanded us to
thoroughly obey their policy and to abandon the right of
self-governing of the dormitory, which had been admitted for a long
time.
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As discussions with the authorities stalled, the Kyoto University
authorities filed a lawsuit on April 26, 2019, against the dormitory
students who refused to respond to their notice,demanding that they
vacate the old building of Yoshida Dormitory, including the dining
hall.It remains completely unclear what they intend to do by evicting
the Yoshida Dormitory students and why they are ignoring the written
agreement.
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The SGA has pressured the authorities of Kyoto University, who are
using the pretext of “safety” to force the eviction of all the dormitory
students, to implement appropriate measures for the aging of the old
building through discussion, but to date, this threatening lawsuit has
not been withdrawn.
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We have been criticizing this lawsuit for the purpose of evicting
students from the dormitory, and have demanded that it be dropped.
We have consistently demanded that if there are any changes that the
Kyoto University authorities wish to make to the aging of the Old
Building or to the current state of Yoshida Dormitory, they should first
discuss these changes with the Yoshida Dormitory SGA, which is the
party of the dormitory residents, and make progress.
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This trial is more than just a local dispute between the authorities of
Kyoto University and the Yoshida Dormitory SGA. First of all, the
problem of the Yoshida Dormitory means a reduction in the welfare of
students and a strengthening of management,and it also involves
problems that violate the Constitution in terms of equal opportunity in
education and the right to study. In addition, the trial over Yoshida
Dormitory has the back-ground of the privatization of the university by
the management and the transformation of the university into a
for-profit corporation through top-down management, and many
problems with common roots are ongoing. This trial has a lot to do with
the future of autonomy and freedom in universities.
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Especially now, the Covid-19 infection has not yet ended, and many
people are suffering from economic deprivation due to various factors.
Under these circumstances, the importance of the student dormitory as
a welfare facility is increasing, as students can live in the dormitory at
a low cost.
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In spite of this, many university authorities are trying to destroy the
safety net for students by prioritizing profit-seeking management
decisions over the welfare of students.We believe that it is malicious
and dangerous to intentionally create students who fear that they
might be evicted from their homes and unable to continue their studies
and research under the unprecedented infectious disease epidemic.
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Again, now, we insist upon the discontinuation of this risky trial
involving several problems such as neglect of the aging of the Old
Building, dissolution of SGA by strengthening of management, and
reduction of welfare facilities. And we also insist against the Kyoto
University authorities to resume negotiations with the parties
concerned.



