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1. RERIBA/the introduction of Sengaku Dormitory
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Sengaku Dormitory is an autonomous student dormitory of Kanazawa University.
The current building was constructed in 1965 and has a history of more than half a
century. The dormitory fee is 700 yen. Including utilities and community
association activities, monthly living expenses range between 15,000 yen and
20,000 yen, and the dormitory plays an important role as a welfare facility for
students with economic difficulties.
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The dormitory is managed by students. They are responsible for the daily
organization, the management of supplies, overall decision-making, monthly
accounting, and the preparation of complex budgets and settlements. A dormitory
regulation of more than 100 articles is the norm for our management. This was
drawn up by the students when the dormitory was first established, and has been
preserved through the years, with modifications made as necessary. Overall
decision-making is carried out at the quarterly dormitory grand meeting, where all
the dorm students attain, or at the permanent representative committee meetings.
In addition, the Dormitory Committee exists as an executive committee that
focuses on administrative matters.
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The welcome event and the dorm festival are the core part of the dormitory
culture, where the students demonstrate their autonomy most. At the welcome
event, we sing a song from the Old High School, the predecessor school of
Kanazawa University, and I think we emphasize the spirit of the Fourth High
School, which valued autonomy. The dormitory festival is took place every year in
November, and all dorm residents are involved in the planning and operation of the
festival.
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2. BERMELTR#E4E the closure of Sengaku Dormitory
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On February 18, 2019, Sengaku Dormitory and Hakubai Dormitory got notified of
the closure of their dormitories, following the closure of the Hokumei Dormitory in
2016, Kanazawa University’s largest autonomous dormitory then. At the time,
negotiations were led by the dorm head, and the university held a briefing.
However, they didn’t even prepare materials at the briefing and what we only
have is notes and materials from our side. The dormitory students who attended it
has graduated, having given up continuing negotiations to have seen the
university’s intransigent attitude. Thereafter, until last year, there has been
almost no negotiations between the university authorities and the residents’
autonomous body regarding the abolition of the dormitories.
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The situation changed drastically last April, when the Sengaku dormitory archives
research group was formed under the circumstances where COVID-19 was raging.
This is a group where members read the vast amount of historical materials left in
the dormitory by themselves and report the results of their research once a month.
The group was formed by seven dormitory student volunteers, and is now joined
online by alumni, people from other universities’ dormitories, and faculty members
from Kanazawa University. The purpose of the formation was, above all, to
revitalize the dormitory autonomy.
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While the activities of the group were becoming active, a sense of crisis was
shared in the situation where negotiations with the university authorities over the
demolition issue had been suspended. And the “W.G. over demolition” was formed
at the dormitory grand meeting in December last year. In February of this year, at
the request of the W.G., a meeting was held with the university authorities. Only
the dormitory head and vice-dormitory head were allowed to speak, and the W.G.
members participated as observers.
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The reasons for the closure of the dormitory and the compensation for the
students revealed at the meeting were far from satisfactory to the students. The
reasons for the demolition given by the university were the following; the
dormitory is aging, unprofitable and putting pressure on private business.
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The proposed compensation was that they let us preferentially move into a mixed
dormitory where Japanese and international students live together. However, it
didn’ t work as compensation because of its higher dormitory fee, bad location, the
general rule that students can stay only two years and so on. Above all, student
dormitories at universities should function as welfare facilities for students in
financial need in order to realize equal educational opportunities, but this is not
the case with this mixed dormitory.
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Since we felt problematic about the explanation of the university and response to
the dorm students, we started a petition on a street last March. Because the
archive research group and the alumni had a connection, a Mainichi Newspaper
reporter (an alumnus of Sengau dorm) came to cover the event on the first day. We
have also visited the shop and stores where the dorm students do a part-time job
to have flyers placed and get signatures. During the beginning of the new
semester, we distributed flyers on campus and, at the same time, we started an
online petition and did PR activities by using SNS. A city council member who saw
the SNS pledged his cooperation and approached the mass media.
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Since then, through articles in the Hokuriku Chunichi Newspaper and a TV report
of MRO Hokuriku Broadcasting, many cooperators have appeared, and now city
council members, alumni, Kanazawa University’ s faculty members, and others
come to the site of the petition and help us. Our petition is an ongoing project.



