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Hello, everybody, coming to Yoshida Dormitory Dialogue Meeting today, November
2, 2022 ("Open, University! Gather Everyone! The verdict is coming, will there be
Yoshida Dormitory in the future?). My name is Masaru Tomioka, one of the board
members of the "Association of Former Dormitory Students to Keep Yoshida
Dormitory Alive in the 21st Century.

F7=blE, THETESLTCWATEARRBL TR TY, SHETIIEEIIDZ>TELDFEENE
EEICUTEE LA BEEZBUTELN-ZEDOEETEYORBMIZEI2EEE 2 IXUD, ZEEIZIX
ERANPEATRIFENLZEBNHDLEZTHIVET, /2, 1913FICETONHFHEDHRHILEE
109FEDAERFERETDFERT., HIEHDHHE=SFFROEY D —EE 5| SHSEEM THY,
EELLIA L UTOMENH Y FT,

We are an association whose members used to live in Yoshida Dormitory. Many
students have lived together in Yoshida Dormitory for many years. We believe that
the dormitory has educational significance that should be passed on to the future,
including its management based on the spirit of independence and self-reliance
cultivated through dormitory life. The Old Building of Yoshida Dormitory, built in
1913, is the oldest existing wooden student dormitory (109 years old), and is a
valuable cultural asset, having inherited part of the buildings of the Third Higher
School under the old-educational-system since the Meiji-era.
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Our association was established on October 21, 2017 to preserve and utilize Yoshida
Dormitory. Currently, our membership consists of about 100 former students who
lived in Yoshida Dormitory at various times from more than 60 years ago to recent
years. Calling on citizens, students, and alumni, we have held a series of open study
sessions on the architecture, culture and history of Yoshida Dormitory, and
cooperated with the Kyoto University newspaper series "Yoshida Dormitory
100-years Story” to introduce the history of Yoshida Dormitory to the university and
beyond.
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Kyoto University filed a lawsuit on April 26, 2019, demanding the vacating of
Yoshida Dormitory. Without any discussion with Yoshida Dormitory Self-Government
Association, the case is going on at the Kyoto District Court. The current behavior of
Kyoto University, which refuses to engage in any discussions and is resorting to
court action, is incomprehensible for an educational institution that protects and
nurtures its students. It is also inconsistent with Kyoto University’s basic philosophy,
which places dialogue at its core.
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On the other hand, the Old Building continues to be in urgent need of repair due to
damage caused by typhoons and other factors, but since October 2018, years have
passed without the university repairing the building, putting an irreplaceable asset
for "University Town Kyoto” at risk.
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Concerned about this situation, we, the "Association of Former Students of Yoshida
Dormitory for the 21st Century,” decided at a general meeting held on October 30,
2021 to offer the following four items to Kyoto University President Nagahiro Minato
and Director Takashi Muranaka, and on November 5 submitted them to the Welfare
Division of the Education Promotion and Student Support Department, which is in
charge of student dormitory housing.
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(i) Kyoto University should reconsider its action about the lawsuit against the
dormitory students and former dormitory students, including withdrawing from the
lawsuit demanding that the dormitory students and former dormitory students vacate
the building as a defendant.
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(ii) Kyoto University should resume discussions with the Yoshida Dormitory
Self-Government association and seek a way to resolve the problem with the wisdom
of the university community.
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(iii) Kyoto University confirms the urgent need for repair of the Old Building, and

promotes the establishment of a committee for maintenance of Yoshida Dormitory
and other measures to understand the current situation and take immediate action.
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(iv) Kyoto University should consider how it, as a university, will carry on Yoshida
Dormitory in the future, and announce this to the public both inside and outside the
university.
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Kyoto University has been discussing various issues within the university, exploring
ways to lead the university into the future, and putting them into practice. And it
can be said that this has been the vitality of education and research. I sincerely
hope that Kyoto University will not proceed with judicial procedures, but rather will
listen to the loud voices of those who wish for the preservation and utilization of
Yoshida Dormitory and for discussions between Kyoto University and students, and
engaging in dialogue with students, will gather its wisdom to find solutions and show
society what it, as a university, is proud of.
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We, the "Association of Former Students of Yoshida Dormitory for the 21st Century,”
wish for the preservation and utilization of the Yoshida Dormitory building and the
continuation and development of the dormitory students’ autonomy, and will
continue to work closely with the dormitory students and citizens together. We look
forward to your continued support.
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I would like to add a few personal observations below. I had the opportunity to
research student dormitories across Japan in recent years. Since around 2000, there
has been a movement among universities nationwide to create new types of student
dormitories called "International Student Dormitories” and "Educational Dormitories”
against the backdrop of policies to expand international students and the influence
of U.S. university education reform. The main feature of both types of dormitories is
that the students who are Resident Assistants (abbreviated as RA) commissioned by



2022F11H2HZRNY VARV A (GHEBBES I E)
the universities to manage the dormitory life, play a central role in the operation of
the dormitories.
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Since 1990s overseas and Japanese students have lived together actually, and the
fact that students manage matters related to dormitory life is in itself an educational
measure for the university, and RA students may gain valuable experience by living
in such student dormitories.
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However, the RA system is based on the idea that RAs selected by the universities
provide assistance in dormitory life, and the position and roles of RAs differ from
those of ordinary dormitory students. As an autonomous activity for all dorm
residents, there are probably many unresolved issues. Rather, I believe that student
dormitories such as Yoshida Dormitory, where communal living has been conducted
by the autonomy of dormitory students for many years, have played a more
educational role.
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The recent "International Student Dormitory” and "Education Dormitory” are
reinforced concrete buildings with a capacity of 1,000 students, which may look
splendid on their own, but how do they compare to Yoshida Dormitory, a historic
wooden building with more than 100 students who live on self-governance through
discussions among the students?
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Even if universities want to create "International Student Dormitories” or "Education
Dormitories” by RAs as a new attempt, it would be desirable to continue searching
for a student dormitory for the 21st or 22nd century while also respecting the
traditions of autonomous dormitories such as Yoshida dormitory. As discussions on
the future of student dormitories deepen both inside and outside the university, I
hope that the value of Yoshida Dormitory will become widely known in the 21st
century, and I would like to help in any way I can to achieve this goal.



