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First, an on-campus symposium hosted by the Yoshida Dormitory Self-Government
Association(SGA), "Open, University! Gather everyone!”, we would like to explain
the purpose and the content of the symposium.
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Yoshida Dormitory is a student dormitory of Kyoto University and currently houses
aboutl20 students. In December 2017, Kyoto University authorities unilaterally set a
“eviction date” for dormitory students living in Yoshida Dormitory, and have been
planning to evict dormitory students and restrict their activities in the dormitory. In
April 2019, Kyoto University authorities filed lawsuits against only 20 of the roughly
100 Kyoto University students living in Yoshida Dormitory at the time, seeking to
evict them from the dormitory building they use as their residence. With the filing of
additional lawsuits in March 2020, the number of defendants now stands at 43. This
trial is still pending.
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This trial is more than just a local dispute between the authorities of Kyoto
University and the Yoshida Dormitory SGA. First of all, the problem of the Yoshida
Dormitory means a reduction in the welfare of students and a strengthening of
management,and it also involves problems that violate the Constitution in terms of
equal opportunity in education and the right to study. In addition, the trial over
Yoshida Dormitory has the back-ground of the privatization of the university by the
management and the transformation of the university into a for-profit corporation
through top-down management, and many problems with common roots are ongoing.
This trial has a lot to do with the future of autonomy and freedom in universities.
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Today, we will receive speakers from Chuwa Dormitory of Hitotsubashi University
and Sengaku Dormitory of Kanazawa University, which have problems that are

similar to ours. We hope many people find out that recent reformation of universities
is bringing about similar problems all across the nation.
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Especially, the Covid-19 infection has not yet ended, and many people are suffering
from economic deprivation due to various factors. Under these circumstances, the
importance of the student dormitory as a welfare facility is increasing, as students
can live in the dormitory at a low cost.
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In spite of this, many university authorities are trying to destroy the safety net for
students by prioritizing profit-seeking management decisions over the welfare of
students.We believe that it is malicious and dangerous to intentionally create
students who fear that they might be evicted from their homes and unable to
continue their studies and research under the unprecedented infectious disease
epidemic.
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We would also like you to think about the significance of dormitories as welfare
facilities, through the speeches of the students of Chuwa and Sengaku Dormitory.
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In addition, Yoshida Dormitory has served not only as a welfare facility for Kyoto
University students, but also as a local community space where people from inside
and outside the university widely gather and cooperate in self-government
activities.
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We must be aware that Kyoto University itself is a public space, yet only a selected
few have access to it, depending on the examination system and entrance and
tuition fees. We must be aware that Yoshida Dormitory, which is part of this system,
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also has academic requirements as dormitory resident membership. This awareness
is one of the reasons why Yoshida Dormitory has been oriented towards opening up
the dormitory space to a wider range of people. As part of this effort, various people
have come together in the dormitory, as a public place, and have worked together to
maintain the place.
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This time, a member of the Chubo Users Meeting, which maintains and manages
”Chobo” in one section of the Yoshida Dormitory Dining Hall, will be speaking at the
event. Moreover, Mr. Matsumura, who is helping with various events in Yoshida
Dormitory, is also taking the platform. Through their speeches, we hope that many
people will come to understand the state of the autonomy of Yoshida Dormitory as
an open place, not monopolized only by dorm residents. The title of this symposium,
”Open, University,” is meant to convey the idea of making the entire university such
an open place.
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Since the December 2017 notice by the Kyoto University authorities of the "limit of
residence” to evict dormitory residents, many people who have been involved in
self-government activities in Yoshida Dormitory together with us, and many people
who have newly taken an interest in the dormitory, have been working on and
supporting us in the hope that Yoshida Dormitory will continue to exist.
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Lastly, Mr. Tomioka, a professor at Kindai University, from the ”Association of
Former Residents of Yoshida Dormitory for the 21st Century,” one of the
organizations providing such support for us, will take the platform. We would like to
think together with you about the past history of Yoshida Dormitory and what it
should be in the future.
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And again, above all, we continue to strongly urge the Kyoto University authorities
to immediately cease this trial, which deprives students of their homes in the midst
of an infectious disease pandemic, and to resume negotiations with the parties
concerned.



