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WX AAY—F /the speech of Go Matsumura

1. B ©#8A/self-introduction
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Hello, everyone. My name is Go Matsumura. I am a graduate of Kyoto University,
Faculty of Letters and now run a store called "Midnight Cafe Shin Shin Shin” in
Sakyo-ku. I have been a resident at Kumano Dormitory, but never at Yoshida
Dormitory.
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I started coming in and out of Yoshida Dormitory mainly as a "Kitchen (Chubo)
user” around 2016 while I was a student, and now I am involved as a neighborhood
resident and as a nearby restaurant that opens a stall at dormitory events. Maybe
we talked about "the Kitchen” earlier. The band that started in the Kitchen,
shanghaishyorchestra, is still active and continues to practice and perform at
Yoshida dormitory.
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Although it seems to have been suspended since the COVID-19COVID-19, "Kitchen
Live” had been held every Saturday since around 2018, and I participated in its
operation. "Kitchen Live” was held in conjunction with the "Dining Hall (Shokudo)
Bar” and aimed to bring together people from inside and outside the dormitory
through music. This is something in common with the "Yagurabon” held this
September, for example, and I hope we can do it again in the future in some form.
"The Kitchen” and "the Dining Hall” are spaces where people from outside the
dormitory can easily get to know each other, so I hope you will come and visit us.
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Many people have already pointed out that the lawsuit filed by Kyoto University
demanding that Yoshida dormitory residents be evicted is completely unjustified.
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The dormitory residents’ association had long pointed out the need for repairs, and
the university suddenly demanded that the students vacate the dormitory because

it was dangerous, despite the fact that the university had taken no clear measures
to do so. The agreements that had been made and the dialogue that had been built
up until that point were unilaterally trampled on.
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Kyoto University, like many universities, is currently biased toward the managerial
value of how to manage students smoothly and efficiently. There is no deep insight
into the welfare of the students, the cultural significance of the Yoshida
Dormitory, or the historical value of the over 100-year-old wooden building. The
extraordinary lawsuit by the university against the students is, as widely known,
nothing less than a slap lawsuit in which the university abused its power to
suppress student autonomy and speech. I cannot go into the details of the trial in
depth, but I would like to share my feelings about the continuation of the
dormitory in a more general sense.

3. BATcOWT /About time and place

REBOFMEAZE BTN, BRUSIEMNHNE T, MO HE NS L, FLELHNEDNEEAIR->T
WABEENTED, BABEEIMRZ D NDINIIKEID A —/N—0F = —V[EINTX %7%75&‘?:%@ =L
ZIRIELEINER D & S BIGFr A SUALI LI ST 2 BIC A IO KD R E S EMRICEENE
DoV UTWET, Fz—VEIUIF o —VEDIINH LU, [BEDHDRELIGITINF 72127 3SA
EFNTEVBDTTD, ESNZETI Vo MERNRHDET,

When I look at the streets of Kyoto, I have a feeling. Compared to other cities,
Kyoto still has a lot of old things holding its own, but instead of a gradual decrease
in the number of individual stores, large supermarkets and chain stores are being
built, public bathhouses are going under, and places like the former Rissei
Elementary School, for example, are being transformed into commercial complexes
that seem to ignore the cultural and local context. Chain stores have their
advantages, and there are many new places that are nice and spirited, but there is
a tendency for them to do so.
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As a result, cityscapes will be designed in accordance with economic rationality.
Not only the principles of the market economy will permeate every aspect of the
city, but people will be less likely to challenge the power structure. This is
because it is more profitable to take shelter in a system of power than to fight
against it by adhering to its principles. The result is an empty, boring, and
suffocating world of efficiency and profit, devoid of thought and aesthetics. The
suppression of billboards by Kyoto City and Kyoto University is one example.
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I may have overstretched myself a bit. These views may be only one-sided. We
cannot escape the economy and would rather be active in how we relate to it. At
the very least, most of us live in a capitalist economy and enjoy its bad aspects as
well as its sweet fruits.
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However, people and goods are used and discarded for the proliferation of capital,
and the economy goes round and round at a dizzying pace. What will be left in the
places that were deemed the means to this end? There will surely be nothing left.
There will only be another capital coming back.
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I know of such places that continue to grow old, together with the people who
lived there and the words and memories that were exchanged. Take, for example,
the Yoshida Dormitory, which is currently facing a crisis. Through the spatial
composition of the pillars and walls, the traces left behind, unique customs, and
memories transmitted through writings, artworks, and oral traditions, a place
continues to grow and develop over time. What was there, who was there, and the
time that passed there will never be forgotten. It may seem a bit grandiose, but I
would like to call such a place a "place where time accumulates.” The first thing
that accumulates in Yoshida Dormitory may be dust, though.
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I think that each individual movement and initiative is important, but it is very
important that the place that supports them continues to be magnetic. In
particular, I think it is very important that the Yoshida Dormitory continues to be a
part of the university. Universities are supposed to be the foundation of learning,
where people search for the truth from a long-term perspective, without being
distracted by short-term profits, efficiency, or the current social situation.
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And, of course, we must protect, create, and nurture the "place where time
accumulates” outside the university as well. Otherwise, people’s lives will be
collected by the social system and capital, and become very vain.
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Today, I talked about my feelings about "place.” There is still room to deepen my
understanding, but one of the places that made me think about this was Yoshida
Dormitory. I am sorry to say that I am so occupied with my own life that I am not
sure if I have been able to properly engage in the dormitory. I would like to close
by making a suggestion to you all, although it is a form of putting myself on the
shelf.
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For a place to continue to exist, it needs more than a little bit of people, money,
and wisdom, both inside and out. I hope that you will think a little about what you
can do to protect places like Yoshida Dormitory so that the city in which you live
and the world in which you live will not become a tasteless and sad place. And let
us firmly support this situation that we have no choice but to fight in the courts.
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I would also like to encourage all dormitory residents to get involved with people
and places outside of the dormitory. I think it is important to have order and
consistency inside the dormitory, but I selfishly hope that there will be free and
bold attempts from inside to outside, such as holding a public lecture in the Dining
hall, starting YouTube or TikTok, or whatever.
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The dormitory is first and foremost a place to live, and I can understand why
residents are cautious about whether or not they are only being used or consumed
on the surface of the dormitory. However, if we don’t encourage people to use the
dormitory and connect it with the outside world from the inside, people on the
outside may still feel uncomfortable with the dormitory, and the voices calling for
the continuation of Yoshida Dormitory may not spread. Of course, we need to be
creative and creative in order to let people know about the dormitory. I will try to
think about this as much as I can, but I will keep thinking about it. Thank you very
much for listening.



