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1. 20184 {H _EITHIEIZDVWT,/2018 dorm fee increase issue
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In May 2018, the university unilaterally notified dormitory students of a boarding
fee increase starting from the students enrolling for the next year. The increase
depends on the type of room, but for a single room, the increase is from 5,900 yen
to about 24,000 yen.
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Ikkyo Dormitory (Kodaira Dormitory). This dormitory is located on the Kodaira
Campus and houses nearly 700 undergraduate students, international students,
graduate students, and researchers.
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International House. About 80 international students live here.
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Keimeikan. This is the newest place next to the Chuwa dormitory and is a
completely private dormitory, which students must leave after one year.
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Chuwa Dormitory. It is the oldest dormitory in Hitotsubashi University and the only
dormitory where the dormitory association still exists. Only the fees at the Chuwa
dormitory have not been raised. There is a general meeting of the dormitory once
a month (dormitory student conference), at which wel discuss matters that pertain
to the dormitory as a whole. As for the scope of dormitory autonomy, unlike
Yoshida Dormitory, the dormitory does not currently have a “voluntary
entrance/exit selection authority” that allows dorm residents to decide who to
admit to the dormitory. This used to be ours until more than a decade ago. What
would be the problem without this right will be discussed later in the report.

(A51K2)
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Enough about the dorms, let me explain the issue of the price increase that
occurred in 2018. The price increase applies to "those who enroll in Hitotsubashi
University in 2019 for undergraduate or master’s degree programs.” The cost of
dormitory rooms is also about to be raised by about 4-5 times.

BEFEATWBEENT-HLDOEREIIZE DD FEFTAN, NSV > TINIEBTEXSILTIIRW, Z
EENLNENS LT, BERFRERSEFMEL., THAIRIISEOE LTINS I1LWI5EEDS
ZEMHERINE U2, ZINOFIIRBEERIL RREBBRRLEEL, L/Lfﬁd\¥%0)7ﬁulf2lic‘:5%’6
BT RAEE 2B T ZEIZRYELA,

Although the current residents’ dormitory fees will remain the same, this is not
something that can be tolerated, and this is not right, so a special meeting of the
dorm residents was held, and it was decided to adopt the position that "Chuwa
Dormitory is opposed to this increase.” From that point on, the Chuwa Dormitory
residents’ association, in cooperation with the graduate students’ association, and
a volunteer group from Kodaira Dormitory, began a three-way campaign against
the price hike.

(A51R3)
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Although we say we are against raising prices, you may have a simple question,
"Isn’t it up to the university to decide on dormitory matters in the first place?”
However, "Hitotsubashi University promises ‘student participation’ in decisions
about important dormitory matters.” This was agreed upon between the then Vice
President and the dormitory in 2002, and the Vice President in 2011 documented
that he would not ignore this agreement. However, last year the vice president
stated clearly that the agreement "has not been carried over. In terms of ignoring
past agreements, this is connected to the Yoshida Dormitory issue.

(RF1R4)
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As if to symbolize this, the university contacted dorm residents only twice. The
first was the ”"notification of the decision to raise dormitory fees” sent by a
simultaneous e-mail. This was followed by a briefing by the vice president on
dormitory fee increase on July 7. The Kodaira dormitory volunteers, the Chuwa
Dormitory residents’ association, and the graduate students’ association, either
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individually or jointly, wrote a total of eight letters of request, appealing for a
review of the increase in dormitory fees and a forum for consultation with
dormitory students, but all were ignored.

(A51RK5)
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Some may say that the original price is too low, even though the price has been
raised. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) has set a price for dormitory fees, which exclude common service
charges, community association fees, utilities, and other expenses. As shown in
this price, the dormitory fee for Chuwa Dormitory is 5900 yen, Yoshida Dormitory
is 400 yen, and Kyoto University’s Kumano Dormitory is 700 yen. However, these
standard amounts were eliminated in 2006, and instead, it has been stated since
then that ”in determining the amount of the dormitory fee, consideration must be
given so that the amount is appropriate, taking the financial burden of the student
into account.”
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This price increase was made under the guise of eliminating the "deficit” in the
first place, and moreover, the dormitory fee for the International House in
particular was set at an amount that would not completely eliminate the "deficit”
because it would exceed the market price if the "deficit” was eliminated. At this
point, this revision of dormitory fees does not "take into account the financial
burden on students,” and especially in the case of the International House, "the
role of dormitories in providing equal educational opportunities” has collapsed
because they are equal to market prices. This is the collapse of the "dormitory” as
a philosophy.

(AZ1R6)

2018FETHTHOEBE LITOHBPAIIIFHBENSAAESIMUE U2, T TRIZRIZERIIODNS
[FRF | ERETA-OIEEIT 2T R80T VBN, LoD TEDEHLEDIZTEEE)
BTEHO2E)200, BRILELU-, YREORE T, FHZEFAERF-TWEYA L RUTDFEENIZEL
TR INAEIFTRDET,

A number of us from the Chuwa dormitory attended the July 7, 2018 briefing on
the dorm fee increase. There, we asked the vice president about the budget
allocated for what items he plans to use the increased revenue to eliminate the
"deficit” on the dormitory. The reply at the time was, "Nothing has been decided
yvet.” It was as if the price increase was done in a hasty manner.
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As for the special measures for "those in financial need” after the revision of
dormitory fees in Q1 here, we inquired with the university in April 2019 and were
told that "dormitory fees will be fully or half exempted for those who have high
levels of financial need. The Student Support Division will contact those who are
eligible for the full or half exemption at a later date, and the number of people
who will be included in this program is not disclosed. This is currently a
trial-and-error process.”

(ASART)
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The policy that defines dormitory fees is to “eliminate the deficit” or "surplus” the
cost of the dormitories. In other words, it has been decided that the university will
not spend any money on student dormitories and will continue to "run” them in the
name of "beneficiary pays”. In the first place, this is a living guarantee, so it is not
a matter of earning or not earning a profit.

(AF1R8)
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The vice president at the time explained that "with the current dormitory fees, it is
difficult to pay for maintenance and other expenses. Therefore, it is necessary to
raise the dormitory fee in order to achieve the "ideal amount of expenditure” (130
million). The breakdown of the amount was not disclosed to students because it
was a “management issue,” and not only that, there were some questionable points
in the actual amount of expenditure at the briefing. For example, it was explained
that the increased dormitory fee would be used to pay for free Internet in the
dorms, but as of 2018, the monthly Internet fee for the dorms was about 1,000 yen.
(AZ119)
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In summary, they have no intention of talking with the students. So there has been
no response to any of our repeated requests and signatures.

(AZ1K10)
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The dormitory must be protected by everyone. Several times in the past, both
Kodaira and Chuwa dormitories were approached to raise the fee, and it was
discussed between dorm residents and university faculty and staff. Each time, the
Chuwa dormitory repeatedly opposed the proposal, and each time there were many
questionable aspects, such as the budgeting, so each time we raised our voices
and blocked the proposal.
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According to the vice president, the reason why the issue of raising dormitory fees
last year did not target the Chunghwa dormitory was because "the calculation of
the costs had not been completed since the dormitory went through a major
renovation around 2003, including earthquake resistance,” and the vice president
stated that "as soon as the calculation is completed, we will raise the fees for
Chuwa Dormitory as well. Although we do not know whether the calculations have
been completed or not, the issue last year was also the division of Kodaira
Dormitory and Chuwa Dormitory.
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So, the question is, did the increases in the fees have no effect on the Chuwa
dormitory? In fact, the price hikes in other dormitories have cast a serious shadow
over the Chuwa dormitory as well.

2. B EERLIBRRE the eviction date for international students

RIZ BEEDOEERRMBEIZ OV TEELZVWEBRWVWET,
Next, I would like to talk about the issue of the eviction date for international
students to reside in Japan.
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First of all, as I mentioned at the beginning of this article, there is no "right of
independent recruitment and expulsion” in the Chuwa dormitory. As for Japanese
students, undergraduates may live there for a maximum of two years, master’s
students for two years, and doctoral students for three years, while international
students may live there for only one year.

—BREIZBWTHEZEDODROTHHERRFRIZ2018FEIA R THEN LKLY E U/, TUTKRENYE
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At Hitotsubashi University, the International Affairs Office, the contact point for
international students, ceased to exist at the end of September 2018. The system
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under which the university acts as a joint guarantor for international students’
housing was abruptly terminated.
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Also, this is an important matter, the Kodaira dormitory will have fewer rooms
available due to "room renovation” (and it was explained that this is "unrelated” to
the fee increase).

VLD, —BRFACB O THZENRIEFOGE. RABERRBERIIIELINTWSLBEELE
U7, THEEIZE > TRIFFENRLS | BN E DRI DEEDAR 2 TN T NEET DI
IS | LWHE BT, BEEITRBNREE CAENEDOSNEDTIIRL, —ETHETIRE
INTVET, G ABEFLEITIEAIIEERBLUC, F-MELBNIRRABETIEY, 2N TH
HEIZRND LB BRITBEN o720, EF‘EJO)’U\——]\ RV asNfFEEFI 2/ RRDET, 2D
DE|->MLUEHIFECEBEEINTVET,

As [ mentioned earlier, international students at Hitotsubashi University are
allowed to live in the dormitories only for one year in principle, but because
"economic conditions differ by country of origin” and ”it is impossible to grasp the
details of income certification documents from other countries,” international
students are not admitted to the dormitories based on their level of financial need,
but rather by a lottery. If you want to continue living in the dormitory, you must
apply again, and if you pass the lottery, you will be able to continue living in the
dormitory. If you fail the lottery, you will have to be moved to a different
dormitory or a private apartment. In this case, the cost of moving is considered to
be the responsibility of the applicant.
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Problem: The university authorities have a lottery system for international
students to enter the dormitories. The reason for this is that monetary values and
economic conditions differ from country to country (while as for tuition waivers,
the financial need is considered). The official position of the university is to "allow
international students to live in the dormitories on a broad and equal basis,” but in
reality, international students can only live in the Chuwa dormitory for one year,
creating a new inequality with Japanese students, who can stay until graduation.
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In April 2019, we contacted the university and found that in the case of the
Kodaira Dormitory and Residence Hall Kunitachi, where dormitory fees have
increased, international students were allowed to reside in the dormitory for the
same length of time as Japanese students. In other words, there is a trade-off
between the increase in the dormitory fees and the length of residence for
international students.
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The members of the Chuwa Dormitory are graduate students. It is not because
they are attracted to the dormitory and its culture and they think the dormitory
looks fun. They are hoping for an inexpensive dormitory because they are
struggling to make ends meet as they continue their research.
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Most of the students in the Chuwa Dormitory come from faculties of other
universities, but every year, there are those who say that they chose Hitotsubashi
University for graduate school instead of University of Tokyo because of the
inexpensive Chuwa Dormitory. We often hear from students who have entered the
Chuwa Dormitory that they are very glad that the fees for the Chuwa Dormitory
have not been raised. Also, it seems that universities assume that international
students must have a certain amount of financial resources because they are
studying abroad, but is this really? There are working/self-supporting students
among international students as well. We appeal to maintain dormitories where
those who need them can continue to live without any worries.
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Fortunately, the current staff member in charge of the dormitory thought of the
above-mentioned system of ”"different years of residence for Japanese and
international students” as "discriminatory,” and has clearly stated to the executive
board of the Chuwa Dormitory and the voluntary dorm residents that they will
lobby the university executive board to change this system (July 2022).

HALLUTOIE I ZERYET., TN InoeDDO=UEbD /=000 | TT,
To regain the concept of "dormitory”, that is our "fight” from now on.



